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From the N. York Com. Adv.
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.
The third anniversary of this in-
tion was celebrated on Tuesday
he 22nd ult. in the Rev. Dr. Wil-
on's Church, in Philadelphia. A
riend of ours, who was present, has
ommunicated the following:—
At the appoinmd hour (4 o’clock)
e church was crowded with a high-
v respectable audience.  Inthe pul-
bit, 1 observed the Rev_. Dr. Green,
f Philadelphia; Dr. Hillyer, of Or-
nge, New Jersev; the Rev. Ezra
Btiles Ely, of Philadelphia; and the
ev. Mr. Doughty, of the M. E.
hurch. On the platform erected
for the occasion, were the officers
nd managers, and the gentlenen se-
eoted to address the meeting.  In
te front gallery were about two
yundred females, selected from the
keveral Sunday Schools, who sung
anode and hymn written by Mr. W,
B. Tappan. In the rearof the young
lsdies 2 number of ;é?ntlemen were
warvling, who took™the base and
r parts of the tuncs: and I
ustbe permitted to remark, th
crerherd stngimg which appearetl
o have such a po“’cfﬂlfefrect upon a
ongregation; it was the most harmo-
hioas concord of sweet sounds, [ ever
fictened to.  The exercises commen-
cd with an address to the Throne of
Srace, by the Rev. Dr. Hillyer, after
hich the following ode twas sung:
God, eir God, his powerrevealing,
In this latter harvest time—
Bidshis Sun, with wings of healing
Rise on each benighted clime:
See'o'er vale and humbled monuntain,
Rolls his conquering car to day;
See! his brizhtness like a fountain,
Flooding all the glad highway.
By the Mission Ships that wander,
Messengers to every sea, -
By bis servants toiling yonder,
Where stern idols claim the knee.—
Bibles, news of peace declaring,
To the wretch by sin undone,
Tracts, cbedient missive, bearing
Liberty to thraldom’s son.
By the tender mercies glowing,
Where reign’d hatred and misrule;
And the thousand blessings flowing
From his chosen Sunday School;
Reis Frror’s night dispelling,
Bidding grace in rivers flow,
From Antaretic, to the dwelling
Of the lowly Esquimaux.
Wake the harp, ye angels! ever
Warble, ve melodious choirs !
Sweet your minstresly, vet ncver
With Redemption thrill those wires,
*Tis our song, and all your glory,
Starry erowns and hyms above,
Fale, while children lisp the story
Ofasaviour’s dying love.

The ‘Treasurer’s report was then
x'l: from which it appeared that the
peetjts, during the past year amount-
n 827,752 75--and that the ex
enditures were nearly equal to there:
eipts.
‘The Rev. Doctor Ely read the Ma
azers’ Report, 1t wasa very long,
utinteresting document. & listened to
th profound attention.—I had not
'® means with me of taking notes, and
pleed, it was almost made up of fi-
ures, which rendered itimpracticable
p [ollow the reader, with any thinz
¢ correctness., If 1| mista[‘:e not,
¢ report atated, that at the present
me the American Sunday Schooi U-
"N have under its care, one hundred
4 fifiy-nine thousand two hundred
4 forty six children, taught by twen
%o thousand two hundred and nine
"t teachers: and that the schouls
imber two thousand four hundred and
teen, During the past year, it has
" ascertained that fourteen hun-
*d and eizhty.one, have experienced
thange of heart, and have attached
emetves € some religious denomi-
tion: of this number seven hundred
d twenty. three were teachers, tea-
", and seven hundred and fifty-
21t were gcholars. From the com-
t2¢ement of this union tu the present
tiod, five thousand four hundred
eighty.one have professed the reli-
0 of Christ, and have had their
et enrolled on the Church books.
'0 first year that this Society was
Wblished, the receipts were only
;:5' and. they did little more than
o t their Canititution and a few les
T“ to quate the language of one
3 ‘Spca ere, *What has God
‘lhﬁ Their receipts last year
d l‘ﬂ'l] 828,000—they have 362
and have printed upwards
11ons of copies of interesting
_Suitable for Sunday Schools.
o t? this, the Society has been ena.
. Parchase, by the Liberality of

friends, resident in Philadelphia, suita
ble buildings, (at an expense of @34.-
(00) to carry on, on a more extended
scale their operations.

The school in the state of New York
attached to this Union, are 732, go-
verned by 6113 superintendents ani
teachers, and havinz under their charge
43,912 scholars.  Six hundred and
fifty two of this number have, dur
ing the past year, become Church mem-
bers.

After the following hymn had been
sung, the benediction was pronwunced
by the Rev. Dr. Green: -

U~iov prevails in heaven, from [lim
Whoall its spanzled sheet unroll’d
Downto the A ming cherubim

That veils his face with wings of gold.

U~tow is written on euch star,

That walks in music as it shines;

And the dim worl 1s that finat afar,
Reveal ity trac’d in living lines.

In Ustox have onr fathers plac’d

The stone that Gol will not forbid,
Polish’d anl sure—whereon is bay’d
The sunday Schools fair pyramid.

In Ustow went the clond of prayer,
Iheir embassy, to yonder skiesg
Flat’ring, and yetaccepted there,

For God approved the sacrifice.

O, Thon! that «endest hlessinga down,
The bearing and the answoring One!
Smilz on their toi'y and give the crown,
And give the world to Cluist thy son!

Portrait of Lady Byron and
her Daughter.
- Lknew.a- great- deat-of-Lady B:
when she lived at , I forget the
name of the place now, but it is not
tar-from-Hiromley -and thowght her a

and great conversationalpowers, and
strong natural geod sense, but not
altogether the wife for Lord B3, ron.
She shewed her adiiral sense of pro-
priety by the scclusion to which she
consigned herself, and the dignified
silence she inviolably maintained
respecting what may he termed ‘her
case.” [ believe, to her most inti-
mate assoclates, Lad. Byvron never
breathed her husbaind’s name: never
alluded, in the most casual manner,
to her own peculiar situation. On
the contrary, she appeared studious-
ly to avoid all reference to the sub-
ject.  Her daughter, Ada Bxron, to
wiiom such touching interest attaches
strongly resembles her gifted father.
There is, in particular, an expres-
sion about her mouth—a curl, when
she is displeased, in her youthful
lip—a fire and fierte in her eve—
which those who had ever an oppor-
tunity of watching the poet’s fea-
tures, in a moment of irritation,
would instantly recognize. The
likeness is singularly striking. It is
hardly fair to judge of ber at such
tender years; but I thought I dis-
covered germs of talents, and—shall
I add—a spice of Lord Byron's dis-
position—a large leaven of self-in-
dulgence and self-will. Lady By-
ron was passionately attached to her,
and paid the most vigilant attention
to those grand essentials ina wo-
man’s happiness—temper and dispo-
sition. There was oae thing in par-
ticular which struck me very forci-
bly. Itis arule worthv the adop-
tion of everv mother. I had dined
alone with Sir Ralph and hersclf: lit-
tle Ada was with us at tea; but at
its conclusion, Lady Byron rose and
said, ““You must excuse me, I al-
ways give an hour to my daughter
every night, before she goes to bed,
when we talk over the eveats of the
day. I find it by far the best hour
in the 21 for affecting and correcting
the heart!” If she was ¢learned”
and ‘‘mathematical,’”’ most assuredly
it never appeared in her conversati-
on It wasthat, and that only, of a
highly accomplished and well in-
forned woman. An incident oc-
curred—I don’t choose to divulge it,
which was perfectly conclusive to
my-mind that Lady Byron was still
fondly attached to hisn. And from
the account of others who knew the
facts, I am thoroughly satisfied that
Lord and Lady Byron might have
been living togetherat this very hour,
had his life been spared, but for the
intervention of a third person. La-
dy Noel never could endure him;
and the feeiing was reciprocal. She
was perpetually haunted by the idea
thatﬁis Lordship was an unfaithful
husband. On the other hand, he
never spared her; and unhappily,
Lady WNoel’s temper and unguarded
expression afforded ample scope for
the most biting satire and caustic iro-
ny. Whatever his Lordship might
have been previous to his marriage,
or since the separation, in the par-
ticularinstance so continually quoted,
he ‘was grossly misrepresented.

*woinamof maseuline und®rstanding,”

have recason to belicve, though not
from her own lips, that Lady Byron
now feels this.,””—The Living and
the Dead.

From the National Gazette.
LETTER
To William Roscoe, esq. of Torx-
teth Park, near Liverpool,

However painful it may be to dif-
fer in opinion from a geatleman of
venerable age and large experience—
of distinguished and various attain-
ments—and of acknowledgel henig
nity of mind, I amn nevertheless im-
pelled by a sense of duty to dissent
tfrom some of the conclusions which
[ have mct with in a phamphlet, for
which T am indebted to thy ki d-
ness, and which was traismitted to
me by the last Packet. entitled, A
brief statement of the causcs which
have led to the abandonment of the
celebrated svstem  of penitetiary
discipline, in some of the United
States of America, &c. by William
Roscoe, esquire.

Eixcept in the defence of valuabie
and 1mportant principles, I should
ever desire to avoid controversy;
and if [ did not believe that through
a singular misconception of the de-
sign and efforts now emploved to
perfect the penal®code and prison
discipline of-Peansvivania,well set-
tied doctrines were improperiy as-
sailed, and readered liable to popu
lar.disaffection anerely-heeaause-they
face notgenerally understood - Ewvould
have forchorne addressing mevscif
thus publicly to thy atteation, a .l
to the notice of the citizens of mv
native State.

In a frec scrutiny which this sub-
ject demands, T may perhaps betray
an carnestness which it is dificult
for me to disguise, whken my judg-
ment and feelings are ealisted, bu 1
am sure I shall not intentionall:
transcend the bounds of perfect re-
spect so eminently due to thy char-
acter.

Before I proceed to notice those
parts of the essay in question, whiech
appear to me to be verv objectiona-
ble, I take great pleasure in ailiit
ting to the utmost extent, the opin-
ions advanced in several of its intro-
ductory passages.  Anmwong these, |
fully believe that a criminal retains
all his natural rights, except so far
as he is legally divested of them—
that moral and religious trcatment of
coivicts, with a view to their re-
formation, ought to be mainly re-
garded, and conscientiously adminis-
tered—that the severity usel to
maintain the discipline of the Peni-
tentiary at Aubarn, in the State of
New York, is utterlv unjustifiable,
and will fail to vield anv but the
pernicious results—and, finally, that
the benign precepts and sacred obli-
gations of Christianity, must influ-
ence and control all successful exer-
tions to restore to virtue this class of
our erring fellow men, as well as rule
every other availing endeavour for
promoting the security and happi-
ness of human society.

The pamphlet asserts, thatin Phil-
adelphia, where for more than forty
vears sone of its most enlightened,
judicious and estimable inhabitants
have been assiduously engaged to
carry these excellent principles into
operation “the celebrated svstem of
penitentiary discipline has been a-
bandoned,’” and in its plice solitary
confinement is to be submitted, “the
most inhuman and unnatural that
the cruelty of a tyrant ever invent-
ed, no less derogatory to the charac-
ter of human nature than it is in di-
rect violation of the leading princi-
ples of Christianity,” p. 24.

Here allow me to remark, that the
first position-assumed-has-no founda-
tion whatever in fact; and the setond,
which is true, is attempted to be dis-
posed of by high and solemn denun-
ciation, as inapplicable asit is un-
kind, and whoﬁy unmerited.

From the earliest period of their
labours, as my ¢‘Notices of the ori-
ginal and successive efforts to Re-
form the Penal Code,’”” a copy of
which is in thy possession, will a-
bundantly manifest, the founders ot
‘the celebrated system of peniten-
tiary discipline’’ were covinced, that
the solitary confinemeut of criminals
was the only effectual mode of treat-
ing them. But until buildings suita-
ble for ecarrying their plans into com-
plete effect could be provided, the

spects unfit for their' purposes, serv-
ed, with some alterations;' ‘to ilfus-

County Prison, though in many re-

trate the advantagesof the new over
the old method of punishing con-
viets. The gallows, excepting for
one offence—tne pillory—the whip-
ping post,and other ignominiou pen-
alties invented in a cruel age, were,
by thepeXertions of the benevolent
men to whom [ have alluded, no
loager periitted to disgrace Penn-
sylvania.

Instead of keepers armed with
weapons of death and flagellation,
prepared to destroy, or to inflict cor-
poral chastiseinent, as they might
deem either merited —instead of the
most  humiliating and  disgusting
spectacle of human degradation, mis-
ery and pollation, waich the unre-
strained association of all persoas of
ages, colours and sexes; and forall
grades of crime, that for many vears
anterior to the revolutionary war, was
exhiibited in the conmon juil of this
citv—hy the uawearied labours of a
few phila ithropisis, that lawless rogn
of severity, immocaiity and wrong,
was browgiit to au cad. The prison-
ers were clwsiided and employved as
fir as it was practicable, co nparative
order and dece ey of eonduct were
introluced. aliozether furnishing an
instance ot melicration and improve-
ment which no country in this re-
spect had ever heture shown.

Happy as these resuits were admit-
ted to b2, and much as they Sntitled
those who were 1asiuumental in pro-
ducing then, to tne respec? and

gratitude olna.kiad,_yet the actars-

in-thiswork of merey were-convines
e, that the perfection of prison dis-
ripline—its prinary great purpose,
which they steadily kept in view —
the reformation of the subjets of it,
greatly if not wholly depended upon
their separate confineinent.  ‘Tlus
nrieiple they then avowed, and have
ever sinee continued to advoeate un-
iera firm conviction, derived trom
iong aad carctul observation, that
wy association of conviets would
deprave those who were allowed to
partaie ol it.

‘T'o induce the legislature to con-
struct edifices, adapted to the sepa-
rate confinement of the prisoners,
was the earnest and repeated solici-
tation of the members of the Prison
Society, aswellasother citizens who
beeumne interested in the subject; and
they ultimately succeeded in procur-
ing lnws which provided for the e-
reetion of Penitentiaries upon this
principle, and for this express pur-
pos+, i1 the eastern and westera ex-
tremities of the state. ‘Those Pen-
itentiaries are accordingly so plann-
ed a:ad built, and at a much greater
expense, than would otherwise have
been required.

Let it not then be said, and credit-
ed, that ¢the celebrated svstem of
Penitentiary  discipline has been a-
bandoned.” in Peansylvania, when
proof so conclusive is brought to
establish the fact, that the genuine
original system yet remains to be
carried into full effect.

On taking leave of this branch of
the subject, 1 will appeal to thy can-
dour, and to that of every other man,
whether it can be believed that gen-
tlemen whose Christian benevolence,
and untiring perseverance conferred
upon suffering humanity the vast
benefits I have enumerated, could be
capable of suggesting a mode of pun-
ishment, ‘the most fithuman and un-
natural that the cruelty of a tyrant
everinvented.’

It is very evident to my mind,
that the true naturc of the scparate
confinement which is proposeil, re-
quires explanation. I will thercfore
endcavour to describe, what is in-
tended by its friends. Previously,
however, it ought to be understood,

that the chambers and yards provid-_

ed for the prisoners, are like any
thing but thuse dreary, and fearful
abodes, which the pamphlet before
me would represent them to be, ‘des-
tined to contain an epitome and con-
centration of all human misery, of
which the Bastile of France, and the
Inquisition of Spain, were only pro-
totypes and humble modele.—p. 25.
The rooms of the new Penitentia-
ry at Philadelphia are fire proof, of
comfortable dimensions, with conve-
nient courts to each,* huilt on the
surface of the ground—judiciously
lighted from the roof—well ventilat-
and warmed, and ingeniously
provided with means for affording’a

® The exact size of the chambers is
8 feet by 12 feet, the highest point of
the ceiling 16 feet. e yards are 8
feet-by 20 feet.

continual supply of excellent water,
to easure the most perfect cleanli-
ness of every prisoner,and his apart-
ment.  They are, moreover, so ar-
ranged as to be inspected, and pro-
tected, without a military  guard, u-
sually though unnecessarily employ-
ed in establishments of this kind, in
most other states.

In these chambers no individual
however humble, or elevated, can
be coatined, so long as the public
liberty shall endure, but upon co-

on of a known and well defined
offence, by the verdict of a jury of
the country, and uader the seatence
of a court, fora specificl time The
terms of imprisonment it is believed
can be apportioned to the nature of
cvery critne with considerable accu-
racy, and wi!l no doubt be measured
in that merciful degree, which has
uniformly characterised the modern
penal legislation of Pennsylvania.—
\Where then, allow me to inquire, is
there in this system the least resem-
blance to that dreadful receptacle
constructed in Paris, during the reign
of Charles the Fifth, and which at
differeat periods throush four centu-
ricsand a half, was an engine of op-
pression, and torture, to thousands of
innocent persons; or by what detor-
tion can it be compared to the in-
quisitorial courts and prisons, that
were instituted in Ttaly, Portamal,
and Spain, between the years 12351
and 1337,
»- With- such aceammpdation®ze I
have mentioned, and with the mode-
rate duration of imprisonment con-
templated on the Pennsylvania plan,
I cannot admit the possibility of the
con=quences which thy pamphlet
predicts, ‘that a great number of in-
dividuals will probably be put to
death by the superinduction of dis-
cases inseparable from such mode of
treatment. p. 26.—I do not appre-
hend cither the physical maladies, so
vividly portrayed, or the mental suf-
ferings, which with cqual confidence
it is promised, shall ‘cause the mind
to rush back upon itself, and drive
rctson from her scat. p. 25. Ou the
contrary it is my belief that less
bodily indisposition, and less morta-
lity will attend separate confinement,
than imprisonment upon the present
method, for which some recasons
might be given that it would be im-
proper here to expose.

The average number of prisoners
in the peniteatiary in this city, for
several years past, has heen nearly
six hundred; and with all the care
taken to preserve their health, two
hundred and scveaty nine were in
the hospital in 1825, and two hun-
dred and sixty four in 1826, besides
those who were under treatment for
slight indisposition, which did not
require their introduction into the
medical ward.  The proporuons of
sick in previous years were ahout
the same, and theaverage number of
dcaths for seven yvears was upwards
of six per ccut.  Sothat the invasion
of disease, and the stroke which ter-
minates human existence, would
scem to be more frequent in Jails
than among the same number of per-
sons in the ordinary condition of life.
The cells of the old penitentiary are
small, and badly contrived, and yet
many individuals have, for acts of vi-
oience committed in the prison, been
confined in them for six, nine, and
twelve months in succession, gene-
rally in irons, and always on alow
diet, hut no case of mental alicnation
has ever occurred there.  When the
mind becomes hardened by a carcer
of vice, ultimately reaching a point
of degradation wiich fits it for the
perpetration of those crimes that are
punishable under the penal statutes,

-no-fear-of-exciting- its tender sensi«

hilities need be cntertained, by its
mere abstraction {rom equally guilty
minds, so as to induce either melan-
choly or madness. All experience
proves how difficult it isto makean
impression whatever upon the feeK
inzs ot the benighted and unhappy
subjects of criminal punishment.
But I have been insensibly led
from the exposition which is most
material to be given, and return to
submit the promised explanation of
what is intended by separate confine-
ment, and what benefits its friends
confidently exgcct will result from
its adoption. . It should, however,
be continually borne in mind, that a
penitentiary is designed for the cor-
rection and safe keeping of that por-
tion of society, whose unrestrained

the enjoymentof liberty; and so long
as men are constituted as we now
find then to be, we have no reason
O suppose any people will be exempt
{ro:n the necesdity of prisons dnd pe-
nal laws.  Whiist, therefore, 3 sick-
ly scasibility which would indicate
impunity for erime, ought carcfully
to be avoided, the treatment of
prisoners should be of such a nature,
as to convince them ¢that the way
o the transgressor is  hardy’ the
law, and those wno administer its
penalties, at the smne time regarding
offe ders notas the subjects of re-
vengeiul chastisement, bat through
exemplary suforing, candidates for
amendinent of life.

By separate coafinement, there-
fore, it is intended to punish thosz
who will not controul their wicked
passions and propenasitics, therehy
violating divine and humnan laws;
and moreover to etfect this punish-
ment, without terminating the life
ol thy cuiprit in the midst of his
wickedness, or making a mockery of
justice by forming such into commu-
nities of hardened, and corrupting
transzressors, who cnjoy each other’s
society, and contema the very pow-
er wiich thus vainly seeks their res-
toration, and idiyv calculates to afford
sceurity to the state, from their outs
rages in future.

In separate confthrment, every ori-
soner is placed beyond the possibility
of bein: mad - more corrupt by his im-

prisosment, - since the last association .-

of gonvictawitheaeh other must inevi-
tabiy yicld pernicious consequences in
a greater or less degree,

In separate confinement, the priso-
ners will not know who are underzo-
ing punishment at the ~ame time with
themselves, and thus will be affyrded
one of the sreatest protections to such
as may happily be enabled to form
resolutions to behave well when they
are discharged, and be better qualifisd
to do so; because plans of villuiny are
often formed in jail which the authors
carry into operation when  at large,
not unfrequently enzaging the aid of
their companiins, who are thereby in-
duced to commit new and more hei-
nous offences, and come back to prison,
under the heaviest sentences of the law,

[n separate confinement, it is espe-
cially intended to furnish the criminal
with every opportunity which christian
duty enjouns for promoting s resto-
ratinn to the path of virtue, because
seclusion is belioved to be an esseatial
ingredient in moral trestment, and
with religious instruction and advice
suprradded, is calculated to achieve
more than has ever vet been duone, for
the miserable tenauts uf our penitentia-
ries.

In separate confinement a speciic
graduation of punishment can be vb-
1ained, as surely, and with ag much
facility as by any otier system. Sine
prisoners may labour—<ome may he
kept withaut labour—s e may have
the privileze of bovks—o'hers mnay be
deprivel of it—some may experience
total seclusion—aothers may enjoy such
intercour<e a2 <hall comport with an
entire separation of prisoners.

In separate confirement, the same
variety of discip.ine, for offences com:

mitted after convicts are inteoduced -

inin prison, wiich any other macde af-
furds, can be obtained, though irrezu-
larities must necessarily he less fre-
quent —by denying the refractory in.
dividual the benefit of his yard, by
taking fiom him his bocke, or labour,
and las:ly in extreme ca<es, by dimin-
ishing his dict to the lowest rate. By
the tast mear, the must Hece, harden-
ed, & desperate wifbnder canbe subdued.

By separate confinement other ad-
vantages of an economical nature will
re<uit; among thes* may be mentioned
a grear reduction of the terms of impri-
saninent; for instead of from three to
twenty years, and some-times longer,
as manv months, excepting for every
atrocious crime, wil answer all 1\
ends of retributive justice, and peni-
tential experience, wihich on the acty-
al plan, the greatest detention in pri-
son altogather fails to accomplish,
Besides this abatement of cxpense ia
m:nin:'amin‘alprisunprv. very few keep-
ers will bé"required on the new sys.
tem, and aa the females should be en-
trusted wholly to théeustoy of aita-
ble individuais of their own'sex, their
services can of course be gecared ‘for
less compensation than men. Sach of
the prisaners a< may be employed, will
necessarilg labour alone, and t{» kinds
of business in which they will be en-
saged. not being as rough, and expos-
ing. as those now adopted., the expen-

diture for clothing must be much di-
minished. s :

On the acore of cost therefore, if

that indeed be an

this maznitade, the ‘solitary plan fe-

object in a wark of <3

P

commends itself to the regvid of “the .

} licentiousncss renders them unfit for

public economist. Bat the problem -




